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RULE 1.6: 
Confidentiality of Information 
(a)  A lawyer shall not knowingly reveal confidential information, as defined 

in this Rule, or use such information to the disadvantage of a client or 
for the advantage of the lawyer or a third person, unless: 

 
(1)  the client gives informed consent, as defined in Rule 1.0(j); 
(2)  the disclosure is impliedly authorized to advance the best interests 

of the client and is either reasonable under the circumstances or 
customary in the professional community; or 

(3)  the disclosure is permitted by paragraph (b). 
 

“Confidential information” consists of information gained during or relating to 
the representation of a client, whatever its source, that is (a) protected by the 
attorney-client privilege, (b) likely to be embarrassing or detrimental to the 
client if disclosed, or (c) information that the client has requested be kept 
confidential. “Confidential information” does not ordinarily include (i) a 
lawyer’s legal knowledge or legal research or (ii) information that is generally 
known in the local community or in the trade, field or profession to which the 
information relates. 
 
(b)  A lawyer may reveal or use confidential information to the extent that 

the lawyer reasonably believes necessary: 
 

(1)  to prevent reasonably certain death or substantial bodily harm; 
(2)  to prevent the client from committing a crime; 
(3)  to withdraw a written or oral opinion or representation previously 

given by the lawyer and reasonably believed by the lawyer still to 
be relied upon by a third person, where the lawyer has discovered 
that the opinion or representation was based on materially 
inaccurate information or is being used to further a crime or 
fraud; 

(4)  to secure legal advice about compliance with these Rules or other 
law by the lawyer, another lawyer associated with the lawyer’s firm 
or the law firm; 

(5)  (i) to defend the lawyer or the lawyer’s employees and associates 
against an accusation of wrongful conduct; or  
(ii) to establish or collect a fee; or 

(6)  when permitted or required under these Rules or to comply with 
other law or court order. 
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(c)  A lawyer shall exercise reasonable care to prevent the lawyer’s 

employees, associates, and others whose services are utilized by the 
lawyer from disclosing or using confidential information of a client, 
except that a lawyer may reveal the information permitted to be 
disclosed by paragraph (b) through an employee. 

 
 
RULE 3.3 : 
Conduct Before a Tribunal 
(a)  A lawyer shall not knowingly: 

 
(1)  make a false statement of fact or law to a tribunal or fail to correct 

a false statement of material fact or law previously made to the 
tribunal by the lawyer; 

(2)  fail to disclose to the tribunal controlling legal authority known to 
the lawyer to be directly adverse to the position of the client and 
not disclosed by opposing counsel; or 

(3)  offer or use evidence that the lawyer knows to be false. If a 
lawyer, the lawyer’s client, or a witness called by the lawyer has 
offered material evidence and the lawyer comes to know of its 
falsity, the lawyer shall take reasonable remedial measures, 
including, if necessary, disclosure to the tribunal. A lawyer may 
refuse to offer evidence, other than the testimony of a defendant 
in a criminal matter, that the lawyer reasonably believes is false. 

 
(b)  A lawyer who represents a client before a tribunal and who knows that a 

person intends to engage, is engaging or has engaged in criminal or 
fraudulent conduct related to the proceeding shall take reasonable 
remedial measures, including, if necessary, disclosure to the tribunal. 

 
(c)  The duties stated in paragraphs (a) and (b) apply even if compliance 

requires disclosure of information otherwise protected by Rule 1.6. 
 
(d)  In an ex parte proceeding, a lawyer shall inform the tribunal of all 

material facts known to the lawyer that will enable the tribunal to make 
an informed decision, whether or not the facts are adverse. 
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(e)  In presenting a matter to a tribunal, a lawyer shall disclose, unless 
privileged or irrelevant, the identities of the clients the lawyer represents 
and of the persons who employed the lawyer. 

 
(f )  In appearing as a lawyer before a tribunal, a lawyer shall not: 

 
(1)  fail to comply with known local customs of courtesy or practice 

of the bar or a particular tribunal without giving to opposing 
counsel timely notice of the intent not to comply; 

(2)  engage in undignified or discourteous conduct; 
(3)  intentionally or habitually violate any established rule of procedure 

or of evidence; or 
(4)  engage in conduct intended to disrupt the tribunal.  
 

RULE 4.1 : 
Truthfulness In Statements To Others 
In the course of representing a client, a lawyer shall not knowingly make a false 
statement of fact or law to a third person. 
 
 


